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MASSCHUSETTS, PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE 
 

 Since the resignation of Justice Anthony Kennedy and the appointment of Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, Roe v Wade has become the centerpiece the political climate. With the rise of right 
wing politics, we’ve reached a critical point in abortion rights in the U.S. Within the past year, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Missouri have all pursued “heartbeat” bills, the 
term for legislation that would ban abortion as soon as a physician is able to detect a fetal 
heartbeat. The law in Alabama is the most extreme in recent history, declaring performing or 
receiving an abortion a felony. Furthermore, the legislative language compares abortion to the 
Holocaust and other genocides, stating “more than 50 million babies have been aborted in the 
United States since the Roe decision in 1973, more than three times the number who were 
killed in German death camps, Chinese purges, Stalin's gulags, Cambodian killing fields and two 
the Rwandan genocide combined." 
 While none of these new laws have gone into effect, the intent is to travel up the 
judicial system to challenge the Supreme Court’s 1973 decision on Roe v Wade in the hopes of 
overturning the ruling. As the Supreme Court becomes more conservative, there has never 
been such a dire need to take direct action and set an example for bodily autonomy across the 
country. Massachusetts has that opportunity now. 
 On Monday, June 17, 2019, the Massachusetts State House held a hearing regarding the 
ROE Act, where hundreds of supporters dressed in pink sat patiently in the State House. 
Testimonies from Maura Healey (Attorney General of Mass.) and Carol Rose (Executive Director 
of the ACLU of Massachusetts) supported the bill and urged the Judiciary Committee to move 
this legislation forward, a call to action for state representatives to protect their constituents. 
While Massachusetts is perceived as one of the liberal beacons of the U.S., this is the 
opportunity to set the tone as an example. Seventy-four percent of Massachusetts voters are 
pro-choice and endorse pro-choice legislation. This is a call to the Commonwealth to pass the 
ROE Act into law, not only a moral imperative, but to represent the best interests of its citizens.   

If the ROE Act becomes law, it overwrites the current archaic laws in place. 
Massachusetts currently has one of the most restrictive parental consent laws in New England, 
which requires teenagers to obtain permission from a parent or judge to get an abortion. On 
average, the delay is nine to 15 days with one-in-five minors experiencing a delay due to the 
required consent process. Since 1981 when Massachusetts passed the law, the rise in out of 
state abortions sought by minors is 300 percent higher. This staggering increase is a direct 
response to monstrous obstacles the state continues to uphold.  

The Commonwealth also mandates a 24-hour waiting period. Though it is currently 
unenforced, this law could easily be re-enacted if Roe v Wade is overturned. The ROE Act would 
also provide safety net coverage for those who do not have health insurance and update 
outdated language embedded in the current laws.  

Massachusetts, it is time to be the leader in the country as a medical provider. Seventy-
four percent of voters in Massachusetts are pro-choice and endorse pro-choice legislation. It is 
time to protect young girls and women across the state by providing accessible and safe 
healthcare, by opening more clinics, providing economic aid and removing the shame tacked on 
as an emotional tax. If there was ever a time to take action and make our voices heard, that 
time is today.   


