
 

1 

OUR MOVEMENT THEN, OUR MOVEMENT TOMORROW  
In Celebration of the 19th Amendment  

 
Ninety-nine years ago today, women were granted the right to vote in the United States 

with the ratification of the 19th Amendment. While this is a momentous anniversary, it is 
imperative to remember the struggle of the activists whose perseverance and dedication to 
equality created radical change. Achieving this milestone required a lengthy and difficult 
struggle, which began more than forty years before ratification.  
 Suffragettes staged protests, silent vigils and even hunger strikes. Others challenged 
male-only voting in courts across America. These advocates for women’s equality were often 
heckled by onlookers, jailed and even physically abused. Yet, they persisted and by 1916 the 
majority of suffragist movements united behind a constitutional amendment. On Aug. 18, 1920, 
the 19th Amendment passed its final hurdle when Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the 
amendment, changing the demographics of the American electorate forever. Women finally 
had a voice in politics that was separate from their husbands. Women finally had a say. 
Women’s voices are heard boldly, fully and with the same dignity afforded to men within the 
political system.  
 Since the 19th Amendment was ratified into the Constitution, women have become 
heavily involved in the political process. A record number of women serve in the 116th 
Congress, making up nearly a quarter of both chambers. In the 2020 presidential election, there 
are more women running than ever, with six women who have already put in their bid for the 
presidency. In just 100 years, women’s voices are not only heard in votes, but are present in the 
rooms where the decisions matter most. They are our representatives and they are fighting for 
us. 

However, the fight for equality is not over. Many of the same obstacles suffragists faced 
in the early 20th century we still battle today. We have a voice, but we’re often screaming to be 
heard, fighting for equal pay, abortion rights and a seat at the table. Especially in the past three 
years of President Donald Trump’s tenure, we’ve witnessed the regression of women’s rights, 
from the appointment of Justice Brett Kavanaugh and the restriction of the Affordable Care 
Act’s coverage of birth control, amongst several other conservatice policies. 
 As we reflect on the 99th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, we also look forward to 
the future of women’s rights. Mass NOW is working tirelessly to support the “I AM.” bill which 
would provide free menstrual products in public schools, prisons and homelessness shelters. 
We’re creating supportive communities of passionate feminists to not only tackle the issues of 
today, but also provide community when we need it most.  
 Today is a day to celebrate our strides toward equality, to remind ourselves why we 
keep fighting and to band together in solidarity while remembering where we once were and 
where we are going. By the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, what radical change is 
created? What will our future look like? In 2119, the women who are in leadership will stand on 
our shoulders because of the decisions we make today, just as we stand on the shoulders of the 
activists who guaranteed our right to vote. Together, we’ll continue moving toward equality 
and advancement, one step at a time.    
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ONE MICROPHONE, 157 MILLION VOICES 
Amplifying Stories to Change the Societal Narrative 

 
 At a small bar in Jamaica Plain, a single microphone on a stand stood center stage. A 
room full of people watched attentively as the single spotlight shifted into position and finally 
focused in on the woman standing at the microphone. She looked calm, but determined. You 
could understand she held power, but gently. She was not afraid of taking space, but conscious 
of the space she occupied. She stepped to the microphone, opened her mouth and began her 
story. The audience remained captivated and the reverberation of affirmative snaps echoed off 
the walls. People nodded in agreement as the woman spoke her truth. She finished her story. 
There was respectful and encouraging applause. The woman took a seat and as she sat, another 
woman approached the microphone. 
 Mass NOW’s storytelling nights clearly posses a community experience beyond the 
typical political conversation. Grounded in the mantra “the personal is political,” the 
organization uplifts the narratives of its constituents by giving them the floor and an audience. 
Hearing the stories of women from several backgrounds and with varied experiences 
exemplifies the diversity of the movement. It unites the diversity of women across difference. 
There is a deliberate recognition of these differences, but there is also an extremely palpable 
sense of being seen for who you are in totality. 
 These storytelling evenings were created to not only amplify the voices of women in the 
movement, but to bring the lofty and seemingly unattainable goals of feminism back into 
reality. By connecting issues of pay equity, abortion access or body images to individuals’ 
stories, audiences suddenly view these issues not just as statistics and headlines, but also as 
personalized and accessible topics that are affecting those around them in this current 
moment. As each woman approaches the microphone, it reaffirms that the personal is political, 
grounding Mass NOW and its mission in the people rather than power structures.  
 The audience is listening. What will you say when it’s your turn in the spotlight?  
 
 


